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        Year 5 and 6 
Colchester Castle Trip


 
 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Year 5 and 6 History topic for the autumn term is ‘Romans’.   Our history curriculum focuses on chronology, locality and using evidence, therefore it was decided that our learning should focus on: ‘What was it like to be in the Roman army in Colchester?’  To engage the children and give them further opportunities to explore, we booked a trip to Colchester castle.  Our history lead worked closely with Colchester Castle to ensure the activities related to the key outcomes that the children needed to know.  As a result, the trip focused around the time when the Romans invaded Britain and Boudicca’s rebellion against them. 

Activities that the children completed were:

1. The children visited the Roman vaults under the castle.  They were able to experience a local piece of Roman architecture and learn about events that led up to the Celts attacking Colchester.  The guide used replica armour to demonstrate to the children how the Celts went into battle against well prepared and well trained Roman soldiers.  It was also explained why Boudicca led the Celts into battle with Emperor Nero. 
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2. Viewing artifacts in the castle.  The children were given worksheets to complete whilst walking around the museum.  They studied Roman artifacts and used the evidence to build up their knowledge about Roman Britain.  The children were also given the opportunity to handle some artifacts and make predictions about their possible uses.  
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3. Building Roman homes.  Children used sticks and plastic blocks to build round houses and brick buildings.  This practical activity allowed them to understand improvements that the Romans brought with them to Britain.  

The children and staff found the trip informative and enjoyable.  Back in school, the children created persuasive letters (asking to join the Roman army) and reenacted the battle of Watling Street.  We were pleased to see the children using Roman technical vocabulary correctly in context.  
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